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James 1:1-8 
If You Lack Wisdom Ask God - And Then Listen 

March 1, 2026 
S-1686-KL 

All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 
 

1 Cor 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word 
which I preached to you — unless you believed in vain.  

 
Background to James, the half brother of Jesus (John 7:1-8, Mark 3:20-22, 31-35, Acts 15:1-21; 
21:17-25) 

 
James 1:1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad: Greetings. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  

 
Rom 8:27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that all things 
work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  

 
Job 19:25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth; 26 And 
after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God, 27 Whom I shall see for 
myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!  

 
James 1:4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it 
will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea driven and tossed by the wind.  

 
Jer 38:14 Then Zedekiah the king sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to him at the third 
entrance of the house of the Lord. And the king said to Jeremiah, "I will ask you something. Hide 
nothing from me." 15 Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, "If I declare it [God's prophetic word] to you, 
will you not surely put me to death? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to me." 16 So 
Zedekiah the king swore secretly to Jeremiah, saying, "As the Lord lives, who made our very 
souls, I will not put you to death, nor will I give you into the hand of these men who seek your 
life." 17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, "Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of 
Israel: 'If you surely surrender to the king of Babylon's princes, then your soul shall live; this city 
shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live. 18 But if you do not surrender to 
the king of Babylon's princes, then this city shall be given into the hand of the Chaldeans; they 
shall burn it with fire, and you shall not escape from their hand.'"  
 
Jeremiah 38:19 And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, "I am afraid of the Jews who have 
defected to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they abuse me." 20 But 
Jeremiah said, "They shall not deliver you. Please, obey the voice of the Lord which I speak to 
you. So it shall be well with you, and your soul shall live. 21 But if you refuse to surrender, this 
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is the word that the Lord has shown me: 22 'Now behold, all the women who are left in the king 
of Judah's house shall be surrendered to the king of Babylon's princes, and those women shall 
say: "Your close friends have set upon you and prevailed against you; your feet have sunk in the 
mire, and they have turned away again."  

 
Jeremiah 38:23 'So they shall surrender all your wives and children to the Chaldeans. You shall 
not escape from their hand, but shall be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon. And you shall 
cause this city to be burned with fire.'" 24 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "Let no one know of 
these words, and you shall not die.  

 
James 1:7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways.  


