Wallbuilders Ministry On Thanksgiving

http://wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=3836

On the website, we have posted a number of famous Thanksgiving Proclamations, including the first
national Thanksgiving Proclamation by President George Washington in 1789 and 1795, the 1863
Thanksgiving Proclamation of President Abraham Lincoln that started the modern Thanksgiving
tradition, the 1933 Thanksgiving Proclamation of President Roosevelt which established it, and other
Thanksgiving Proclamations by Founding Fathers who signed the Declaration of Independence.

Proclamation - Thanksgiving Day - 1789 George Washington -
10/03/1789

This is the text of George Washington's October 3, 1789 national Thanksgiving Proclamation; as
printed in The Providence Gazette and Country Journal, on October 17, 1789.

By the President of the United States of America.

A Proclamation.

puredi i Lese s \WHEREAS it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of
}M—;:T,;;;m:; Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to
EEEnt S i S implore His protection and favor; and whereas both Houses of Congress
i-*hlv_—;-f_l;;-_*;;:f_:':g have, by their joint committee, requested me "to recommend to the people of
et eemimnes. the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by
pRESELIL eSS acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty
b s ieen i - God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a
o :.".z.::'::'_-.*m::.;.: form of government for their safety and happiness.”

SLERESSEINILETE Now, therefore, | do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day of
_.ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ November next, to be devoted by the people of these States to the service of
fmsinrem—tsass that great and glorious Being who is the beneficent author of all the good that
EL':?E%%“mr: was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him
:'.'.'.':.':“'.':'.:m::.:r.:ﬁ our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people
pena SRS SRiisl of this country previous to their becoming a nation; for the signal and

% manifold mercies and the favorable interpositions of His providence in the

W -tn--:—l :-l-u_l-l . oy
:”T"ﬁ':':u.rﬁ_‘:;u‘in‘: course and conclusion of the late war; for the great degree of tranquility,
Eg‘g:t;.‘._':*::j:;:‘ union, and plenty which we have since enjoyed; for the peaceable and

- Eﬂ.‘."‘&:ﬂmﬁ-{ rational manner in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of

government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national one
now lately instituted; for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means
we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and, in general, for all the great and
various favors which He has been pleased to confer upon us.
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And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the
great Lord and Ruler of Nations, and beseech Him to pardon our national and other
transgressions; to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several
and relative duties properly and punctually; to render our National Government a blessing to all
the people by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly
and faithfully executed and obeyed; to protect and guide all sovereigns and nations (especially
such as have shown kindness to us), and to bless them with good governments, peace, and
concord; to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of
science among them and us; and, generally, to grant unto all mankind such a degree of
temporal prosperity as He alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand, at the city of New York, the third day of October, in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine.

G. Washington.

Proclamation

- Thanksgiving Day - 1795 George

Washington - 01/01/1795

This is the text of a proclamation for a day of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer, issued by George
Washington when he served as President. It was published in the Columbian Centinel on January 1,

| PUBLISHED

- Iy Authovity,

A JRveclamation :

Bi& fo many other n:
condition of the United Statés
ter of confolation and fa
emption hitherto from,_foreig:
fing profpeét of the continuance of that exemp-
tion-——the great degree of internal tranquility.
we have enjoyed—ihe recent confirmation of
that tranquiliey by the fuppreflion of an infur-
reétion, which fo wantonly threatened it—the
happy courfe of public affiirs in general—thie
unexampled profperity of all claffes of our citi-
zens; are circumitances, which peculiarly mark
our fituation with indications of the divine bene-

cence towards ws. In fuch a flate of things, it
is, in an cfpecial manner, our duty as a people,
with' devout reverence and affe&tionate gratitude
to Rl:l!ﬂl’\"ltdgc our many and grear obligations
o Almighty God, and to implore him to. can-
tinue and confirm the bleflings we experience.
. Deeply 1 d with this i » I,
GEORGE WASHINCTON, préfident of the
Uhited States, do recotnmend to all religious
focieties and :.{n-nnm‘muxlum, and to all perfons
whomfoever, within the United States, to fet
apac; and abferve, Thurfilay, the nincteenth day
o felruary mexty us @ day 6f public thank{giving
und prayer: and, on that day, td6 meet toge-
ther and render their fincere and hearty thanks
to the great Ruler of nations, for the manifold
and fignal mercies, which diftingnifh our lot as
a nation, particularly, for the pofieffion of con-
ftitutions of ‘government, which unite, and, b
their union, eltablifh liberty with order'; for the
‘gﬂet\'alion of peace, forei and domellic §
r the eafonable control, \\i‘(’ch -has been giv-
en to a fpirit of diforder, inthe fuppreflion of
the late infurredtion; and, gencrally, for the
profperous courfe of our affairs, public and
private; and, at the fame time, humbly and fer-
vently to befeech the kind Author™ of thefe
bleflings, gracioudy to prolong them to us—
to imprint, on our hearts, @ deep and folemn
denfe of our: obligations 10 him for them—to
reach us, rightly 1o eflimate titir immenfe vilug-
—t0o preferve us from the arrogance of profpert
vity, and from hazarding the advantages we en-
Jjoys by delufive purfuits—to difpofe us to merit
the continuance of his favors, by not abufing
them, by our gratitude for them, and by a cor-
vefpondent condudt, as citizens and as men—to
render this country, more and more, a propi
tious afylum for the unfortunate of other coun-
tries—to extend among us truc and ufeful knowl- |
=d§=b—tn diffufe and e%ul\lilh habits of fobriety,
order, mohtil.g, and picty—and, finally, to
impare all the, bleflings we' poffefs, or al{ for
outfelves, to the whole family of mankind.
In teftimony whereof, I have canfed the feal |
’ of the United States of A-|

——— merica, to be affixed jto thefe |
L.s |- prefents, and 6 the fame |
P with my hand. - Done, at
s the city of Philadelphis, the
Kelt day of january, 1795,

. .and of . the independence “of

the United States of A-

merica, the nineteenth.

Y aaticn tore,

Prefident of the United Statér
Epsuuwn Rawporrn, Screcary of State.

1795.

J5b Cenfinel.

- Columbian
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Published
BY AUTHORITY,

A PROCLAMATION:
By the PRESIDENT of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA.

When we review the calamities, which afflict so many other nations, the
present condition of the United States affords much matter of consolation and
satisfaction. Our exemption hitherto from foreign war — an increasing prospect
of the continuance of that exemption — the great degree of internal tranquility
we have enjoyed — the recent confirmation of that tranquility by the suppression
of an insurrection [talking of the whiskey rebellion — a rebellion of the people
against the recently imposed tax on whiskey — of which George Washington
was a producer] which so wantonly threatened it — the happy course of public

| affairs in general — the unexampled prosperity of all classes of our citizens; are

circumstances which peculiarly mark our situation with indications of the
Divine beneficence towards us. In such a state of things it is, in an especial
manner, our duty as people, with devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to
acknowledge our many and great obligations to Almighty God and to implore
Him to continue and confirm the blessings we experience.



Deeply penetrated with this sentiment, I, George Washington, President of the United States, do
recommend to all religious societies and denominations, and to all persons whomsoever, within the
United States, to set apart and observe Thursday, the nineteenth day of February next, as a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer: and on that day to meet together and render their sincere and hearty thanks to
the great Ruler of nations for the manifold and signal mercies which distinguish our lot as a nation.
particularly for the possession of constitutions of government which unite and, by their union, establish
liberty with order; for the preservation of peace, foreign and domestic; and for the seasonable control,
which has been given to a spirit of disorder, in the suppression of the late insurrection; and generally for
the prosperous course of our affairs, public and private; and, at the same time, humbly and fervently to
beseech the kind Author of these blessings. graciously to prolong them to us — to imprint on our hearts a
deep and solemn sense of our obligations to Him for them — to teach us rightly to estimate their immense
value — to preserve us from the arrogance of prosperity and from hazarding the advantages we enjoy by
delusive pursuits — to dispose us to merit the continuance of His favors by not abusing them, by our
gratitude for them, and by a correspondent conduct as citizens and as men — to render this country, more
and more, a propitious asylum for the unfortunate of other countries — to extend among us true and
useful knowledge — to diffuse and establish habits of sobriety, order, morality, and piety — and, finally,
to impart all blessings we possess or ask for ourselves, to the whole family of mankind.

In testimony whereof, | have caused the seal of the United States of America, to be affixed to these
presents, and signed the same with my hand. Done, at the city of Philadelphia, the first day of January,
1795, and of the independence of the United States of America, the nineteenth.

Go Washington,
President of the United States

EDMUND RANDOLPH, Secretary of State.

Proclamation - Fasting, Humiliation, and Prayer - 1795, Massachusetts
Samuel Adams - 02/28/1795

Samuel Adams (1722-1803); Samuel Adams was a leader in the opposition to the acts by British
Parliament which precipitated the American Revolution; he formed Boston’s Committee of
Correspondence in 1772; was a member of the Continental Congress (1774-81) where he signed the
Declaration of Independence (1776); he helped draft the Articles of Confederation (1777); was a
delegate to the Massachusetts constitutional convention (1779-80); served as president of the
Massachusetts senate (1781); was a member of the state convention to ratify the Federal Constitution
(1788); Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts (1789-94); and Governor of Massachusetts (1794- 97).
He is justly titled both the “Firebrand of the Revolution” and “The Father of the American Revolution”
for his important leadership in the cause of American independence.

This is the text of Samuel Adams' February 28, 1795 proclamation, issued while he was Massachusetts
Governor:

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
By the Governor

A Proclamation
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For a Day of PUBLIC FASTING, HUMILIATION and
PRAYER

Commonwealth &5\

THE supreme Ruler of the Universe, having been pleased, in
BY the GOVERNOR. the courge of his Providence, to establish thge Indeppendence of
: the United States of America, and to cause them to assume
A Proclamation their rank, amount the nations of the Earth, and bless them
with Liberty, Peace and Plenty; we ought to be led by
o o = Religious feelings of Gratitude; and to walk before Him, in all
Humility, according to his most Holy Law.-But, as the
depravity of our Hearts has, in so many instances drawn us
aside from the path of duty, so that we have frequently
offended our Divine and Merciful Benefactor; it is therefore
highly incumbent on us, according to the ancient and laudable
practice of our pious Ancestors, to open the year by a public
and solemn Fast.-That with true repentance and contrition of
Heart, we may unitedly implore the forgiveness of our Sins,
through the merits of Jesus Christ, and humbly supplicate our
e Heavenly Father, to grant us the aids of his Grace, for the
COD e COMMDNIELTIL  MASSAHUSETTS ! ~amendment of our Hearts and Lives, and vouchsafe his smiles
upon our temporal concerns:

For a Day of PUBLIC FASTING, HUMILIATION and PRAYER.

I HAVE therefore thought fit to appoint, and with the advice and consent of the Council, I do hereby
appoint Thursday, the Second Day of April next, to be observed as a Day of Public Fasting, Humiliation
and Prayer throughout this Commonwealth:-Calling upon the Ministers of the Gospel, of every
Denomination, with their respective Congregations, to assemble on that Day, and devoutly implore the
Divine forgiveness of our Sins, -To pray that the Light of the Gospel, and the rights of Conscience, may
be continued to the people of United America; and that his Holy Word may be improved by them, so
that the name of God may be exalted, and their own Liberty and Happiness secured.-That he would be
graciously pleased to bless our Federal Government; that by a wise administration, it may be a sure
guide and safe protection in national concerns, for the people who have established, and who support it-
That He would continue to us the invaluable Blessings of Civil Liberty; guarding us against intestine
commotions; and enabling the United States, in the exercise of such Governmental powers, as are
devolved upon them, so that the honor and dignity of our Nation, upon the Sea and the Land, may be
supported, and Peace with the other Powers of the World, upon safe and honorable terms, may be
maintained.

That he would direct the administration of our Federal and State Governments, so that the lives, liberties
and property of all the Citizens, and the just rights of the People, as Men and Citizens, may be forever
acknowledged, and at all times defended, by Constitutions, founded upon equal rights; and by good and
wholesome Laws, wisely and judiciously administered and duly executed.

That he would enable Legislators and Magistrates of this Commonwealth, to discharge the important
duties incumbent on them, that the People may have good reason to feel themselves happy and safe, and
lead quiet and peaceable lives in all Godliness and Honesty.

That he would incline the Natives of the Wilderness, to listen to reasonable offers of Peace, that
tranquility and security may be established on the Frontiers Of our Country;-That he would graciously
regard the Lives and Health of the People of this and our sister States, and preserve them from
contagious and wasting diseases: To crown the ensuing Year with Plenty and Prosperity, by his blessing
on our Husbandry, our Fisheries, our Commerce, and all the labor of our Hands-to affect our minds with

4



a sense of our entire dependence upon Him, and of his great goodness towards us, that when we may
present ourselves before Him, at the close of the Year, with our thank-offerings, our Hearts may by his
grace, be prepared to do it in a manner acceptable to Him.

That He would be graciously pleased to establish the French Republic, and prosper others who are
contending for the Rights of Men, and dispose all Nations to favor the same principles , and return to
Peace and Friendship.

That He would in his great Mercy, remember the unhappy state of our Fellow-Citizens and others, who
are groaning under bondage, in a foreign Land. That He would soften the Hearts of those who have led
them captive, inclining that People to show them favor during their Captivity, and in His own due time
open a door for their relief: -And finally, that He would over-rule all the confusions that are in the Earth,
of the speedy establishment of the Redeemer's Kingdom, which consisteth in Righteousness and Peace.

And | do recommend to the People of this Commonwealth, to abstain from all unnecessary Labor and
Recreation on the said Day.

GIVEN at the Council-Chamber, in Boston, this Twenty-eighth Day of February, in the Year of our
Lord, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety-five, and in the Nineteenth Year of the Independence of
the United States of America.
SAMUEL ADAMS
Attest: John Avery, jun. Secretary
GOD save the COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS!
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Proclamation - Thanksgiving Day - 1863 Abraham Lincoln -
10/03/1863

i e The year that is drawing towards its close has been filled with the

s - blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties,
which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the
source from which they come, others have been added, which are
of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and
soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever
watchful providence of Almighty God.

o, whillc dealing with u in aogerfx o

In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity,

™ which has sometimes seemed to invite and provoke the aggressions
of foreign States, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have
been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere, except in the theater of military
conflict; while that theater has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union.

st WILLIAM H, SEWARD, Scer

The needful diversions of wealth and strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defense
have not arrested the plough, the shuttle or the ship. The axe has enlarged the borders of our settlements,
and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly
than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the
camp, the siege and the battlefield; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented
strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom.

No human counsel hath devised, nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the
gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless
remembered mercy.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged
as with one heart and voice by the whole American people; I do, therefore, invite my fellow citizens in
every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign
lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next as a Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer
to our beneficent Father, who dwelleth in the heavens. And | recommend to them that, while offering up
the ascriptions justly due to him that, for such singular deliverances and blessings; they do also, with
humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care all those
who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are
unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds
of the nation and to restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes, to the full
enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and union.

In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington this third day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, and of the independence of the United States the eighty-eighth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

By the President: WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.



Proclamation - Thanksgiving Day - 1933 Franklin D. Roosevelt -
11/21/1933

This is the text of Franklin D. Roosevelt 1933 national
Thanksgiving Day Proclamation.

Thanksgiving Day- 1933
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

THARKSGIVING DAY—1933 I, FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT, PreS|dent Of the Un'ted
e b W soma s T AR States of America, do set aside and appoint Thursday,
@ Proclamation the thirtieth day of November 1933, to be a Day of

I, FRANKLIN [, ROUSEVELT, President of the United States of Amerien,

Thanksgiving for all our people.

May we on that day in our churches and in our homes give
humble thanks for the blessings bestowed upon us during the
year past by Almighty God.

May we recall the courage of those who settled a wilderness,
the vision of those who founded the Nation, the steadfastness
of those who in every succeeding generation have fought to
keep pure the ideal of equality of opportunity and hold clear
the goal of mutual help in time of prosperity as in time of
adversity.

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT.
By the President:
Wittaan Prrres

g eir o S May we be grateful for the passing of dark days; for the new
s spirit of dependence one on another; for the closer unity of all
R parts of our wide land; for the greater friendship between
employers and those who toil; for a clearer knowledge by all nations that we seek no
conquests and ask only honorable engagements by all people to respect the lands and rights
of their neighbors; for the brighter day to which we can win through by seeking the help of God
in amore unselfish striving for the bettering of mankind.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United
States to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this twenty-first day of November, in the year of
our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-three and of the Independence of the
United States of America the one hundred and fifty-eighth.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
By the President:

WILLIAM PHILLIPS,
Acting Secretary of State.



Thanksgiving Day, 2008
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

Thanksgiving is a time for families and friends to gather together and express gratitude for all that we
have been given, the freedoms we enjoy, and the loved ones who enrich our lives. We recognize that all
of these blessings, and life itself, come not from the hand of man but from Almighty God.

Every Thanksgiving, we remember the story of the Pilgrims who came to America in search of religious
freedom and a better life. Having arrived in the New World, these early settlers gave thanks to the
Author of Life for granting them safe passage to this abundant land and protecting them through a bitter
winter. Our Nation's first President, George Washington, stated in the first Thanksgiving proclamation
that "It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor.” While in the midst of the
Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln revived the tradition of proclaiming a day of thanksgiving,
asking God to heal our wounds and restore our country.

Today, as we look back on the beginnings of our democracy, Americans recall that we live in a land of
many blessings where every person has the right to live, work, and worship in freedom. Our Nation is
especially thankful for the brave men and women of our Armed Forces who protect these rights while
setting aside their own comfort and safety. Their courage keeps us free, their sacrifice makes us grateful,
and their character makes us proud. Especially during the holidays, our whole country keeps them and
their families in our thoughts and prayers.

Americans are also mindful of the need to share our gifts with others, and our Nation is moved to
compassionate action. We pay tribute to all caring citizens who reach out a helping hand and serve a
cause larger than themselves.

On this day, let us all give thanks to God who blessed our Nation's first days and who blesses us today.
May He continue to guide and watch over our families and our country always.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim
November 27, 2008, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. | encourage all Americans to gather together in
their homes and places of worship with family, friends, and loved ones to strengthen the ties that bind us
and give thanks for the freedoms and many blessings we enjoy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of November, in the year
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH



