
 

 
By Pastor Kevin Lea – Calvary Church of Port Orchard 

WANT TO BE A SURVIVOR? 
TAKE THE TEST BELOW TO FIND OUT IF YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES! 
 

 
1. I WOULD LIKE TO BE A SURVIVOR:  Y N  (CIRCLE ONE) 
 
2. PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR GENERAL HEALTH: EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR 
 
3. I THINK I WILL DIE IN:  5 10 20 30 40 50+  YEARS. 
 
4. CHECK THE APPROPRIATE BOX (OR BOXES) THAT BEST DESCRIBE YOUR BELIEFS 

AND COMPARE YOUR RESPONSE TO THE ANSWERS ON THE BACK TO FIND OUT IF YOU 
HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO SURVIVE: 

 
 1. THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN BY A GROUP OF WELL-MEANING GUYS.  THEY MADE 

UP HEAVEN, HELL, THE DAY OF WRATH AND BOOK OF LIFE.  I BELIEVE THERE IS A 
GOD, BUT ALL RELIGIONS ARE EQUAL. 

 
 2. SINCE WE GOT HERE THROUGH EVOLUTION, THERE IS NO NEED TO SURVIVE, 

WHEN WE DIE, WE CEASE TO EXIST, END OF STORY.   
 

 3. THIS LIFE IS JUST ONE OF MANY STEPS TOWARD BECOMING PERFECT.  WHEN 
WE DIE, WE GET REINCARNATED AGAIN UNTIL WE LEARN FROM OUR MISTAKES.  
THEREFORE, THERE IS NO DESIRE TO SURVIVE THE BIG TEST THIS TIME.  WE ALL GET 
THERE IN THE END. 

 
 4. THE WRATH OF GOD WILL ONLY COME TO THOSE WHO ARE NOT GOOD 

PEOPLE.  I BELIEVE I AM A GOOD PERSON AND A GOD OF LOVE WOULD NOT PUT HIS 
WRATH ON PEOPLE LIKE ME WHO HAVE NEVER KILLED ANYONE. 

 
 5. MY NAME IS IN THE BOOK OF LIFE; THEREFORE I WILL SURVIVE. 

 
 6. I HOPE MY NAME IS IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, I GO TO CHURCH AND TRY AS HARD 

AS I CAN TO BE A GOOD CHRISTIAN/CATHOLIC/MORMON/ETC., BUT I AM NOT SURE I 
AM GOOD ENOUGH. 

 



 7. OTHER - PLEASE EXPLAIN: 
 
 
REV 6:17 "FOR THE GREAT DAY OF HIS WRATH HAS COME, AND WHO IS ABLE TO STAND?"  

(NKJ) 
 
WILL YOU STILL BE STANDING?  HOW CAN YOU KNOW FOR SURE?

ANSWERS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
1. THE BIBLE CLEARLY SAYS (1 PETER 1:10-12, HEBREWS 1:1-2, 2 TIMOTHY 3:16) THAT GOD 
INSPIRED THE WORDS THAT WERE WRITTEN BY THE PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE APOSTLES 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.  SAYING THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED BECAUSE THE BIBLE SAYS SO WOULD BE A VERY 
WEAK ARGUMENT IF NOT FOR THE PROPHETIC NATURE OF THE BIBLE.  ONLY A SUPREME BEING WHO STANDS 
OUTSIDE OF TIME CAN KNOW THE FUTURE ABSOLUTELY (ISAIAH 46:9-10).  GOD INSPIRED THE MEN WHO 
WROTE THE BIBLE TO MAKE HUNDREDS OF PROPHECIES IN ORDER TO VALIDATE THE MESSAGE AS BEING FROM 
GOD AND NOT FROM MAN.  MOST OF THESE PROPHECIES HAVE ALREADY BEEN FULFILLED IN EXACTING 
DETAIL, WHILE THE OTHERS REMAIN TO BE FULFILLED IN THE LAST DAYS.  NO OTHER “HOLY BOOK” INCLUDES 
PROPHECIES BY WHICH THE VALIDITY OF DIVINE AUTHORSHIP CAN BE TESTED.  THE BIBLE STANDS ALONE IN 
THIS AREA, AND THUS THE FUTURE WRATH OF GOD, THE JUDGMENT, AND THE BOOK OF LIFE, AS DESCRIBED 
IN THE BIBLE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS SPIRITUAL REALITY BY A RATIONAL THINKER.  THEREFORE, IF YOUR 
NAME IS NOT WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE (SEE ANSWER TO 6 BELOW), THEN JUDGMENT AWAITS.  YOU ARE 
NOT A SURVIVOR. 
 
2. CONSIDER THIS:  THE INFORMATION NECESSARY TO MAKE YOUR PHYSICAL BODY IS CONTAINED IN 
THE NUCLEUS OF ALL 60 TRILLION CELLS OF YOUR BODY.  IT TOOK MANY YEARS, SEVERAL BILLION DOLLARS 
AND THE MOST BRILLIANT SCIENTISTS WITH THE MOST POWERFUL COMPUTERS ON EARTH TO FINISH 
DECIPHERING THE LETTERING OF THE HUMAN GENOME.  THIS FEAT WAS COMPLETED ABOUT TWO YEARS AGO, 
BUT DOES NOT BEGIN TO SCRATCH THE SURFACE IN UNDERSTANDING ALL THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN 
THE HUMAN GENETIC CODE.  INFORMATION COMES FROM INTELLIGENCE, AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN 
ALL THE LIFE FORMS FOUND ON EARTH TESTIFY TO THE FACT THAT THERE MUST BE A SUPREME INTELLIGENCE, 
BEYOND HUMAN COMPREHENSION.  (SEE THIS AND OTHER ARTICLES ON EVOLUTION AT THE TABLE, AND REFER 
TO #1 ABOVE)  PSALMS 14 SAYS,  “THE FOOL HAS SAID IN HIS HEART, ‘THERE IS NO GOD.’”   THEREFORE, YOU 
ARE NOT A SURVIVOR. 
 
3. SEE ANSWER TO 1 ABOVE AND THEN CONSIDER THAT HEBREWS 9:27 SAYS, “AND AS IT IS APPOINTED 
FOR MEN TO DIE ONCE, BUT AFTER THIS THE JUDGMENT.”  THIS VERSE AND OTHERS TEACH THAT WE HAVE 
ONLY ONE CHANCE TO “SURVIVE” THE JUDGMENT TO COME.  THERE ARE NO SECOND CHANCES.  THEREFORE, 
GOD HAS SPOKEN AND DECLARED THAT REINCARNATION IS A LIE.  IF THE BIBLE IS FROM GOD, THEN YOU ARE 
NOT A SURVIVOR. 
 
4. PLEASE READ THE ANSWER TO 1 ABOVE.  THE BIBLE DOES TEACH THAT IF YOU ARE GOOD ENOUGH, 
YOU WILL SURVIVE (MATTHEW 5:20), BUT THE STANDARD IS VERY HIGH.  PLEASE TAKE OUR TEN 
COMMANDMENT TEST TO SEE IF YOU ARE GOOD ENOUGH TO SURVIVE THIS TEST.  
 
5. THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT IF YOUR NAME IS IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, THEN YOU WILL SURVIVE, AND THE 
SECOND DEATH HAS NO POWER OVER YOU (REVELATION 20:56,15).  TO HAVE YOUR NAME IN THE BOOK OF 
LIFE YOU MUST HAVE ADMITTED/CONFESSED TO GOD THAT YOU ARE A SINNER (ROMANS 3:23).  (REFER TO 
#4 ABOVE TO SEE IF YOU ARE A SINNER OR NOT) AND RECOGNIZE THAT AS A SINNER YOU DESERVED TO GO TO 
THE LAKE OF FIRE (HELL) AS JUST PUNISHMENT (ROMANS 6:23).  AFTER HUMBLING YOURSELF BEFORE A HOLY 
GOD, THEN YOU MUST ACCEPT THE FACT THAT JESUS TOOK THE JUDGMENT THAT YOU DESERVED WHEN HE 
SUFFERED AND DIED ON THE CROSS FOR YOUR SINS AND ROSE FROM THE GRAVE TO PROVE THAT HE 
DEFEATED SIN AND DEATH.  IN ACCEPTING THIS, YOU BELIEVE JESUS CLEANSED YOU OF SIN BY HIS GRACE, 
AND THAT HE WILL GIVE YOU LIFE EVERLASTING AS A FREE GIFT FOR YOUR FAITH IN BELIEVING IN HIM.  IF THIS 



IS WHAT YOU BELIEVE, THEN YOU WILL BE A SURVIVOR, THANKS BE TO JESUS (ROMANS 10:6-11). 
 
6. SEE ANSWERS TO 1, 4 AND 5 ABOVE.  THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT GOD WANTS US TO KNOW THAT WE 
WILL SURVIVE (1 JOHN 5:13).  
 
 
REV 20:12  AND I SAW THE DEAD, SMALL AND GREAT, STANDING BEFORE GOD, AND BOOKS WERE OPENED. 
AND ANOTHER BOOK WAS OPENED, WHICH IS THE BOOK OF LIFE. AND THE DEAD WERE JUDGED ACCORDING 
TO THEIR WORKS, BY THE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS.  -----------  15  AND ANYONE NOT 
FOUND WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE WAS CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE.  (NKJ)   

 
IS YOUR NAME IN THE BOOK OF LIFE?  HOW CAN YOU FIND OUT? 
Check out www.calvarypo.org or call 360.876.7288 for further info! 
 
 
 

 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS TEST 
 
ARE YOU GOOD ENOUGH?  THE FOLLOWING ARE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS THAT THE LORD GOD GAVE 
TO MOSES ON MOUNT SINAI, IN EXODUS 20.  THERE ARE MANY MORE LAWS THAT GOD GAVE, BUT THESE 
WILL BE A GOOD TEST OF WHETHER YOU ARE GOOD ENOUGH TO GET INTO HEAVEN. 
 

 
HAVE YOU EVER VIOLATED ANY OF THESE TEN COMMANDMENTS? 

BE HONEST!  YOU  MAY BE ABLE TO FOOL YOURSELF, BUT YOU CAN NEVER FOOL GOD! 
 

 
I. "I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD, WHO BROUGHT YOU 

OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, OUT OF THE HOUSE OF 
BONDAGE.  "YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS 
BEFORE ME. 

 
II. "YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FOR YOURSELF ANY 

GRAVEN IMAGE (IDOL), YOU SHALL NOT BOW 
DOWN TO THEM NOR SERVE THEM. FOR I, THE 
LORD YOUR GOD, AM A JEALOUS GOD. 

 
III. YOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD 

YOUR GOD IN VAIN, FOR THE LORD WILL NOT 
HOLD HIM GUILTLESS WHO TAKES HIS NAME IN 
VAIN. 

IV. "REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP IT HOLY. 
 

 
V. "HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER, THAT YOUR 

DAYS MAY BE LONG UPON THE LAND WHICH THE 
LORD YOUR GOD IS GIVING YOU. 

 
VI. "YOU SHALL NOT MURDER. 

 
VII. "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. 

 
VIII. "YOU SHALL NOT STEAL.  (NO MATTER HOW 

SMALL) 
 

IX. "YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST 
YOUR NEIGHBOR.   (INCLUDING LITTLE WHITE LIES) 

 
X. “YOU SHALL NOT COVET YOUR NEIGHBOR'S 

HOUSE; YOU SHALL NOT COVET YOUR NEIGHBOR'S 
WIFE, NOR HIS MALE SERVANT, NOR HIS FEMALE 
SERVANT, NOR HIS OX (SUV), NOR HIS DONKEY 
(HYBRID CAR), NOR ANYTHING THAT IS YOUR 
NEIGHBOR'S." 

 



 
IF YOU SAID NO, THEN HAVE YOU EVER VIOLATED THEM IN YOUR THOUGHT LIFE?  JESUS SAID THAT IF YOU 
HAVE HATRED IN YOUR HEART AGAINST SOMEONE, THEN YOU HAVE COMMITTED MURDER (MATTHEW 5:22), OR IF 
YOU HAVE LUSTED AFTER A MAN OR A WOMAN IN YOUR HEART, YOU HAVE COMMITTED ADULTERY (MATTHEW 
5:27-28).  IF YOUR ANSWER IS STILL NO, THEN CONSIDER READING THE REST OF THE LAWS CONTAINED IN THE 
OLD TESTAMENT (613 OF THEM IN ALL) TO SEE IF YOU HAVE VIOLATED ANY OF THEM AT ANY TIME IN YOUR LIFE.  
IF YOU HAVE NOT, THEN YOU ARE SAYING YOU HAVE LIVED A PERFECT LIFE WITHOUT SIN.  IF THIS IS THE TRUTH, 
THEN YOU ARE GOOD ENOUGH TO GO TO HEAVEN (MATTHEW 5:20).   HOWEVER, THE BIBLE SAYS THAT NO ONE IS 
GOOD, AND THAT ALL HAVE SINNED AND FALL SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD (ROMANS 3:10 AND 23). 

 
IF YOU SAID YES, THEN THE BIBLE SAYS THAT YOU ARE NOT GOOD ENOUGH TO GO TO HEAVEN (GAL 3:11-12).  
GOD’S STANDARD IS PERFECTION AND YOU WILL BE JUDGED FOR YOUR WORKS AND THEN BE SENT TO THE LAKE 
OF FIRE, UNLESS YOUR NAME IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE (REVELATION 20:15).  GOD MADE IT POSSIBLE TO 
HAVE OUR NAME WRITTEN WHEN HE SENT JESUS INTO THE WORLD.  JESUS WAS THE ONLY ONE TO LIVE A PERFECT 
LIFE, AND THEREFORE HE DID NOT DESERVE TO DIE OR BE JUDGED.  BUT JESUS OFFERED UP HIS LIFE, TO DIE ON 
THE CROSS, AND HE TOOK THE JUDGMENT THAT WE DESERVED SO THAT WHOEVER BELIEVED IN HIM WOULD NOT 
PERISH BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE.  PLEASE CONSIDER GIVING UP TRYING TO ESTABLISH A RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 
YOUR OWN AND ACCEPT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD THAT COMES BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST (ROMANS 10:2-4). 
 
WE CARE ABOUT YOU!  IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR ETERNAL DESTINY, THEN PLEASE CALL US AT 360-876-7288 OR 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.CALVARYPO.ORG 

 

The Following handouts about DNA were Given to those 
who selected Answer #2 on the Questionnaire.  

Divine Engineering 

Unraveling DNA's Design 
by Dr. Jerry Bergman  

Recent research into the structure and workings of genes and DNA has revealed incredible 
evidence of God's wonderful design.  Dr. Jerry Bergman, professor of science at Northwest 
College, Archibold (Ohio) has recently published an excellent technical paper in the Creation Ex 
Nihilo Technical Journal, 1 detailing how genes manufacture plants and animals.   

We have excerpted portions of his report for this article. 

Vast Databases 

At the moment of conception, a fertilized human egg is about the size of a pinhead.  Yet it 
contains information equivalent to about six billion "chemical letters."  This is enough information 
to fill 1000 books, 500 pages thick with print so small you would need a microscope to read it!   

If all the chemical "letters" in the human body were printed in books, it is estimated they would fill 
the Grand Canyon fifty times! 2  

This vast amount of information is stored in our bodies' cells in DNA molecules and is coded by 
four bases-adenine, thymine, guanine and cytosine.  The key to the coding of DNA is in the 
grouping of these bases into sets that are further sequenced to form the 20 common amino acids. 
Together, these genetic codes form the physical foundation of all life. 

We've all been exposed to the basic concepts of DNA and its double-helix structure in our high 
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school biology classes.  Perhaps you remember being taught that cells divide through the 
"unzipping" and subsequent replication of the double helix.  In all likelihood, though, the incredible 
evidence of design in this process was not discussed.  

A Complex Engineering Puzzle  

Suppose you were asked to take two long strands of fisherman's monofilament line-125 miles 
long-then form it into a double-helix structure and neatly fold and pack this line so  it would fit into 
a basketball.   

Furthermore, you would need to ensure that the double helix could be unzipped and duplicated 
along the length of this line, and the duplicate copy removed, all without tangling the line.  
Possible? 
This is directly analogous to what happens in the billions of cells in your body every day.  Scale the 
basketball down to the size of a human cell and the line scales down to six feet of DNA.   

All this DNA must be packed so the regulator proteins that control making copies of the DNA have 
access to it. The DNA packing process is both complex and elegant and is so efficient that it 
achieves a reduction in length of DNA by a factor of 1 million. 3 

When the cell needs to divide, the entire length of DNA must be split apart, duplicated, and 
repackaged for each daughter cell. No one knows exactly how cells solve this topological 
nightmare. But the solution clearly starts with the special spools on which the DNA is wound.  

Each spool carries two "turns" of DNA, and the spools themselves are stacked together in groups 
of six or eight. The human cell uses about 25 million of them to keep its DNA under control. 4 (As 
shown in Figure 3 on the previous page, DNA is wound around histones to form nucleosomes.  
These are organized into solenoids, which in turn compose chromatin loops.  Each element in this 
complex, yet highly organized arrangement is carefully designed to play a key role in the cell 
replication process.) 

Cell Replication  

The details of cell replication are too complex to be described in detail here.  A simplified outline is 
given below to illustrate the incredible process involved: 5  

Replication involves the synthesis of an exact copy of the cell's DNA.  An initiator protein 
must locate the correct place in the strand to begin copying.  The initiator protein guides 
an "unzipper" protein (helicase) to separate the strand, forming a fork area.  This 
unwinding process involves speeds estimated at approximately 8000 rpm, all done without 
tangling the DNA strand!  The DNA duplex kinks back on itself as it unwinds.  To relieve 
the twisting pressure, an "untwister" enzyme (topo-isomerase) systematically cuts and 
repairs the coil. Working only on flat, untwisted sections of the DNA, enzymes go to work 
copying the strand.  (Two complete DNA pairs are synthesized, each containing one old 
and one new strand.)  A stitcher repair protein (DNA ligases) connects nucleotides 
together into one continuous strand.  

Read and Write  

The process described above is only a small part of the story.  While the unwinding and rewinding 
of the DNA takes place, an equally sophisticated process of reading the DNA code and "writing" 
new strands occurs.  The process involves the production and use of messenger RNA.  Again, a 
simplified process description: 6  
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Messenger RNA is made from DNA by an enzyme (RNA polymerase).  A small section of 
DNA unzips, revealing the actual message (called the sense strand) and the template (the 
anti-sense strand).  A copy is made of the gene of interest only, producing a relatively 
short RNA segment. The knots and kinks in the DNA provide crucial topological stop-and-
go signals for the enzymes. After messenger RNA is made, the DNA duplex is zipped back 
up. 

Adding to the complexity and sophistication of design, the genetic code is read in blocks of three 
bases (out of the four possible bases mentioned earlier) that are non-overlapping.   

Moreover, the triplicate code used is "degenerate," meaning that multiple combinations can often 
code for the same amino acid-this provides a built-in error correction mechanism.  (One can't help 
but contrast the sophistication involved with the far simpler read/write processes used in modern 
computers.) 

A Common Software House  

All living things use DNA and RNA to build life from four simple bases.  The process described 
above is common to all creatures from simple bacteria all the way to humans.   

Evolutionists point to this as evidence for their theory-but the new discoveries of the complexity of 
the process, and the fact that bacterial ribosomes are so similar to those in humans, is strong 
evidence against evolution.  The complexities of cell replication must have been present at the 
beginning of life.   

A simple explanation for the similarities of the basic building blocks can be found if one realizes 
that all life originates from a single "software house."  He is awesome indeed! 

[Ed Note: Dr. Jerry Bergman is a professor of science at Northwest College, Archibold (Ohio) and 
is working on his third Ph.D. in molecular biology. He also has degrees in biology, psychology, and 
evaluation and research.] 

This article was originally published in the  
December 1997 Personal Update NewsJournal.  

Notes:     
Creation Ex Nihilo Technical Journal, PO Box 6302, Acacia Ridge D.C., Queensland, 4110, 
Australia.  

1. Chuck Missler and Mark Eastman, M.D., The Creator Beyond Time and Space.  
2. Jerry Bergman, "How Genes Manufacture Plants and Animals," Creation Ex Nihilo 

Technical Journal, Volume 11 (Part 2), 1997, p 202-211.  
3. Nicholas Wade, "How Cells Unwind Tangled Skein of Life," The New York Times, 

October 21, 1997, Tuesday, p. F1.  
4. Bergman, p. 202-211.  
5. Ibid.  

 
Elegance by Accident? 

Chance as the Master Architect? 
by Chuck Missler  

 

The Myth of our Age 
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Jesus warned us, "Take heed that no man deceive you." 1  And we do, indeed, live in the Age of 
Deceit.  Our entire society is totally driven by many myths, none more basic or insidious than the 
convictions of Evolution, the religion of our age.  (Dismissing for this discussion the observations 
of microevolution, the variations within species, but rather using the term in its connotative sense, 
referring, in fact, to biogenesis: the notion that we are all the result of a series of cosmic 
accidents.) 

The ancient cultures worshiped gods of wood and stone.  It is difficult to comprehend the insanity 
of paganism: who can tally the blood that has been spilled on the altars of the gods who are not 
and the demons who are!  We, however, in our contemporary paganism, have invented the most 
insulting "god" of all. Instead of ascribing the awesome magnificence of the Creation to any of the 
false gods of the past, we have chosen to ascribe it all to randomness, or chance.  That has to be 
the most insulting ascription of all: we have decided that no Designer was necessary - it all "just 
happened."  "First there was nothing.  Then it exploded!"2 

The premise that we are all simply the accidental result of random chance underlies our entire 
culture, not just biology: the fields of psychology, our social and political sciences, our media, our 
entertainments, and, of course, the forced inculcation of our children in the government schools. 

But there is a glimmer of good news. 

The Death of Darwinism 

The good news is that there is a rising awareness that Evolution is bad science.  Science purports 
to follow the evidence, relying on empirical verification for its conjectures.  And it is increasingly 
evident that the evidence is mercilessly denying randomness as an explanation for the elegant 
designs embodied in the machinery of the universe.  The writings of Denton, Behe, Johnson, 
Dempski, and Meyer have turned the thinking world upside down.3  The rebuttals have come from 
virtually every field of science: paleontology, physics and, quite conclusively, microbiology.  
Interestingly, perhaps the most compelling refutations come from one of the newest of the 
sciences: the information sciences, the field which has given us advanced communications and 
computers. 

The Spectrum of the Possible 

William Dempski has exquisitely profiled the spectrum of possibilities from certainty,  "a probability 
of 1.0," to impossibility, "a probability of 0."  (All events, by definition, lie between these two 
boundary conditions.)  Figure 1 summarizes this spectrum: 

When events are characterized by a high degree of certainty, we call them "scientific laws," such 
as gravity, etc.  Most events, however, are characterized by some level of uncertainty, and the 
exploration of their likelihoods occupy the attention of statisticians, businessmen, and professional 
investigators dealing with the circumstances in the "real world." 

When we encounter events that are extremely improbable - that is, highly unlikely to have 
occurred by unaided chance alone - we attribute them to deliberate design.  If we walked into the 
kitchen and found a scattering of alphabet soup letters on the floor that spelled out a meaningful 
sentence, we would recognize that it was the deliberate handiwork of someone doing the spelling.  
Cryptography is also an example of exploring discoveries which are highly improbable to be 
attributed to chance as the rival conjecture.   

If we encountered a series of ostensibly "random" letters, but discovered that some systematic 
transformation rendered them into a meaningful sentence, we would infer that someone had 
hidden that message there deliberately.  Random chance would be deemed too unlikely to have 
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caused that unaided. 

The forensic debates in a courtroom also typically deal with rendering random chance as the 
unlikely contributor to the evidence which points to deliberate intent or design. 

The discovery that our DNA codes are three-out-of-four, error-correcting codes, which are stored, 
retrieved, copied, and processed to instruct machines to fabricate the complex proteins that make 
up living organisms, has rendered any attribution to unaided chance as absurd in the extreme. 
(For those of our readers with advanced technical aptitudes, we strongly recommend the writings 
of William Dempski listed in the bibliography at the end of this article.) 

Irreducible Complexity 

Michael Behe has upset the comfort of the Darwinists by highlighting a design attribute that he 
terms "irreducible complexity."  Consider, as an example, the familiar household mousetrap in 
figure 2. 

This simple device consists of five essential parts: (1) a platform which holds (2) a hammer driven 
by (3) a spring when restrained by (4) a holding bar until released by (5) a catch.  This basic 
design has defied attempts to simplify it further, or to reduce its complexity.  The significant 
feature is that with only four of the five parts one cannot catch 4/5ths as many mice!  Its function 
depends on each of its essential elements, each of which involve substantial precision in their 
specification.  "Natural selection" cannot operate until there is something to select from.  

Behe then presents an example of "irreducible complexity" from nature by reviewing the tiny 
motor that powers the flagellum, which propels a bacterium through the water: 

Figure 3: This tiny mechanism, positioned to penetrate the bacterium's protective outer 
membrane, consists of over 40 parts - each of which are essential to its functioning.   Figure 4 
presents a functional equivalent: with any of its 40 parts missing, this mechanism would not be 
functional and would be a casualty in the processes of "natural selection" postulated by the 
Darwinists.  The bacterium, dependent upon its locomotion, would be likewise.   

So how did it come about?  All the Darwinists can do is assert rather than explain. 

The Miniature City 

Darwinists love to postulate the "simple cell."  With the advent of modern microbiology, we now 
know "there ain't any such thing."  Even the simplest cell is complex beyond our imagining. 

As Michael Denton has pointed out, "Although the tiniest bacterial cells are incredibly small, each 
is in effect a veritable microminiaturized factory containing thousands of exquisitely designed 
pieces of intricate molecular machinery, made up of 100,000,000,000 atoms, far more 
complicated than any machine built by man and absolutely without parallel in the nonliving 
world."4 

The "simple cell" turns out to be a miniaturized city of unparalleled complexity and adaptive 
design, including automated assembly plants and processing units featuring robot machines 
(protein molecules with as many as 3,000 atoms each in three-dimensional configurations) 
manufacturing hundreds of thousands of specific types of products.  The system design exploits 
artificial languages and decoding systems, memory banks for information storage, elegant control 
systems regulating the automated assembly of components, error correction techniques and 
proofreading devices for quality control. 
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All by chance?  All without a Designer?  (How do you define "absurd?") 

When I was at the Ford Motor Company, one of our proudest assets was the famous River Rouge 
Plant in Dearborn.  It was the largest totally integrated manufacturing facility in the world.  With 
97 miles of railroad within the plant, raw iron ore and limestone entered one end; the necessary 
steel, glass, and paint were manufactured within the facility. The entire cars (including the engines 
on automated lines) were fabricated within the plant, and new Mustangs came out the other end.  
Yet this entire complex pales in comparison to the elegant high order of design demonstrated in 
the simplest cell, which can also replicate itself in a matter of hours. 

The Darwinian Bankruptcy 

An elegant design is more than the parts themselves: it involves information.  It requires 
information input external to the design itself - and the deliberate involvement of a Designer.  

The Darwinians cannot explain the origin of life because they cannot account for the origin of 
information.  The technology that provides language - semantics and syntax, for example - is quite 
distinct from the technology of the ink and paper it may be written on.  The physical features of 
the circuits in a computer provide no clue about the design of the software that resides within it. It 
is profoundly significant that the Title of the Creator is the Logos - The Word: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.    - John 1:1-3 

This article was excerpted from our featured Briefing Package, In the Beginning There 
Was...Information. 

Sources: 

• Michael Denton, Evolution: A Theory in Crisis, Adler & Adler, Bethesda MD, 1986.  
• Michael J. Behe, Darwin's Black Box, Simon and Schuster, New York NY, 1996.  
• Philip Johnson, Darwin on Trial, Regnery Gateway, Washington D.C., 1991.  
• William Dempski, The Design Inference, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge UK, 1998.  
• Dr. Stephen Meyer, various articles; see also In the Beginning There Was... Information.  
• Perloff, Tornado in a Junkyard, Refuge Books, Arlington MA, 1999.  
• Werner Gitt, In the Beginning Was Information, Christliche Literatur-Verbreitung e.V., Postfach 
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This article was originally published in the  
June 2000 Personal Update NewsJournal.  

 
Notes:        

1. Matthew  24:4, 24.  
2. John Loeffler's classic summary of the Big Bang.  
3. See the sources listed above.  
4. From Evolution: A Theory in Crisis, Adler & Adler, Bethesda MD, 1986.  
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THE REALM OF THE LIVING CELL 
April 25, 1997 

TRANSCRIPT 

Note from Pastor Kevin:  Even these unbelievers  appreciate the complexity of the human DNA as something 
they call a “miracle.” 

David Gergen, editor at large of U.S. News & World Report, engages Boyce Rensberger, 
science writer for the Washington Post, author of Life Itself: Exploring the Realm of the 
Living Cell.  

JIM LEHRER: Now a Gergen dialogue. David Gergen, editor at large of "U.S. News & 
World Report," engages Boyce Rensberger, science writer for the "Washington Post," author 
of "Life Itself: Exploring the Realm of the Living Cell."  

DAVID GERGEN: Boyce, you’ve been covering science for over 30 years, and in your book 
you seem absolutely fascinated by what’s going on in cell research. What brings this passion 
out in you now?  

BOYCE RENSBERGER, Author, "Life Itself": Well, to me, it’s just the most fascinating 
thing there is. If you stop and think about what we as human beings are, we are some kind of 
machine in--this miraculous machine, marvelous machine. What is it that’s inside us, that 
makes us able to do such a simple thing as move, or a more complex thing like to think? And 
I just can’t think of anything more fascinating than to know how that works.  

DAVID GERGEN: What have we learned now? Crick and Lotts when they won their Nobel 
Prize for the double helix in DNA, that was about 30 years ago, 35 years ago, what have we 
learned in the last 20 or 30 years?  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: Oh, my God, we’ve learned most of what we know about cell--how 
life works has been learned since then. I mean, what they showed was the double helix 
structure of DNA. What was learned subsequently was what does that double helix structure 
do? You know, what do the pieces of that, of the chromosome do? We learned much more 
about what the cell does with that information? You know, there’s more to life than just 
DNA. We hear all these stories about finding the gene for this or for that, but there’s--a gene 
literally does not do anything, except just sit inside the nucleus of the cell and let the rest of 
the cell’s machinery read its message and act on it. And all the work is done by other things. 
And what we’ve learned is a lot of that other stuff.  

DAVID GERGEN: About the cells, themselves.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: About what the cell does. I mean, a gene is to a cell as the software 
on a disk is to everything that a computer can do. It just sits there. You need all the rest of that 
hardware to make the--to make the software do anything useful.  

DAVID GERGEN: Right.  



BOYCE RENSBERGER: And we need all the rest of the cell to make the gene useful.  

DAVID GERGEN: Right. Let’s talk about the cells, themselves. You said in the human body 
there are about 60 trillion cells.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: Sixty trillion. That’s 60 million million cells.  

DAVID GERGEN: Right.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: That’s a lot.  

DAVID GERGEN: Now, I’ve always assumed they are quite small, but you said there are 
some cells which are actually very large.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: There are some cells that are large. The largest one in terms of 
length--those are the cells that are the nerve cells that run from the base of your spinal column 
out to the farthest point from that, which in most people is the tip of the big toe, so that’s a 
distance of several feet.  

DAVID GERGEN: That’s one single cell.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: One single cell stretches that whole length. There are many more 
cells running parallel to it, and bundled up, they make a nerve.  

DAVID GERGEN: Fascinating. Now, the ordinary cell, how many can fit--we used to talk in 
the Middle Ages about how many angels can dance on the head of a pin.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: They’re bigger than angels. Well, I don’t know about the head of a 
pin, but if you look at say the dot on an "i" in a piece of newspaper or book type, about 200 
cells can be fitted side by side on that circular dot.  

DAVID GERGEN: Now, what’s really interesting about your book was how much was going 
on inside that little, little tiny cell.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: It’s incredibly tiny. Most of them are not that long. They’re much 
smaller. And we used to say that what was inside a cell was protoplasm, and today that’s an 
extinct term. There is no such thing as protoplasm unless you mean that’s everything that’s in 
there. Now that we’re able to look very closely at going inside the cell and see what’s there, 
we see it is--every cell is jam-packed with machinery, with molecules that are doing jobs, that 
are moving around. There’s a transportation system inside cells with a network of tracts, with 
containerized cargo that’s hauled around on those tracks by little molecular motors. You 
know, your genes tell certain machinery in the cell to make a protein of a certain kind. They 
do that. The protein may belong in some other part of the cell, or it may be that it’s supposed 
to go to a different part of the body entirely. It gets containerized and hauled off to those 
places. All this stuff is going on simultaneously. If you get down and look at it, it’s just a 
chattering factory-like environment.  

DAVID GERGEN: Four or five centuries ago, as you write, people thought that the soul 
actually made things move within the cells, made the body move, sort of these vital forces in 



the body. What really makes it move?  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: What really makes it move is a type of molecule that--you call 
them molecular motors, motor molecules, that can actually swivel. When they get with a 
certain other kind of molecule--a phosphate binds to them. This is the way energy is 
carried around inside the body. When they get a little piece of that to them, they flex. And 
our cells like muscle cells are built so that they have lots of these motor molecules in long 
parallel strands. And one reaches out and grabs the other and pulls on it. When you want 
your muscles to work, that’s what happens.  

DAVID GERGEN: Right.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: Millions of times. And it pulls, and it’s just like pulling on a rope 
hand over hand.  

DAVID GERGEN: What is magical to me is that it all works. It’s so complex, the 
complexity.  

BOYCE RENSBERGER: It is incredibly complex. And yet, the more you know about it, the 
more wonderful it seems, just the more astonishing. 
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